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1936-39 
Invasion by 
Italy – 
conflict 
(external) 

1940s 
Deg-habe 
(rinderpest) 
 

Mid 1990s 
Leasing of land 
by clans to 
investors 

1973-74 
Giraa kelee 
“Selling the 
gun drought” 
First food aid 
by Oxfam 
and Christian 
Aid 

AFAR REGION, ETHIOPIA 
Middle Awash 

 

1973 
Derg takes 
power 

Late 1960s 
Establish State 
farms 

~2005 
Dam built 
 

1992 
EPRDF takes 
power 

Early 1980s 
Prosopis 
invasion 

1983-84 
“Red Cross 
Drought” 
When food aid 
came by Red 
Cross 

2003 
Lah humbre 
drought 
“Cattle 
finished” 

Land conflicts 
between Afar 

2008 

 Bureau of Statistics 
census indicates 
major demographic 
shift 

 Afar (and Somali) 
demographic 
pyramids indicate 
mass exit of men 
between 14 and 45 
years of age 

 Slowing of child births 

Men Men Women Women 

National   Afar 


